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THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Coseley  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report. 

The  district  has  Sedgley  for  its  boundary  on  the  west,  the  County 
Borough  of  Dudley  on  the  south,  Wolverhampton  and  Bilston  on  the 
north,  and  Tipton  on  the  east.  Its  general  altitude  is  high,  being 
about  730  feet  at  the  highest  point  adjoining  Sedgley,  and,  falling 
towards  the  east,  as  low  as  470  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  natural  drainage  is  by  three  or  four  small  streams  flowing 
eastwards  into  tributaries  of  the  Teme. 


The  subsoil  is  mostly  heavy  clay,  and  the  subsoil  water  is  in  some 
parts  exceedingly  near  the  surface. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  3,973  acres,  and  the  population,  which 
has  not  altered  much  during  the  last  thirty  years,  is  22,218  according 
to  the  last  census,  giving  an  average  of  5.6  persons  per  acre. 

The  population,  which  consists  chiefly  of  colliers  and  ironworkers, 
is,  however,  by  no  means  evenly  distributed,  but  is  concentrated  at 
several  points,  forming  nine  hamlets,  the  intervening  portions  of  the 
district  being  more  rural  as  regards  density  of  population. 

Subsidences  cf  the  surface  are  frequent,  and  the  ground  is  much 
honeycombed  and  fissured  owing  to  mining  operations. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  813,  comprising 
395  males  and  418  females,  an  increase  of  59.  Taking  the  population 
at  22,250  this  gives  an  annual  birth-rate  of  36.5  per  thousand. 

The  deaths  registered  w'erte  359,  comprising  188  males  and  171 
feniales,  being  a decrease  of  2 as  compared  with  last  year,  and  giving 
a death-rate  of  16.13  per  thousand  per  annum,  or,  adding  22  deaths  of 
residents  occurring  outside  the  district  (of  which  17  were  males  and  5 
females),  17  per  thousand  per  annum. 


TABIE  I. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  COSELEY. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905  and  previous  years 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Total  population  at  all  ag’es 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Averag’e  number  of  persons  per  house  ... 
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22,218 
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3,973 
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In  recording"  the  facts  under  the  various  headingfs,  attention  has  been 
g-iven  to  the  notes  on  the  tables. 

(Signed)  W.  M CLENDINNEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATE  EACH  MONTH 

OCCURRING  IN  DISTRICT. 
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Rate 
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33 
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February  (4  weeks) 
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September  (5  weeks) 

28 

13.1 

April  (4  weeks) 

32 
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24 
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19 
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December  (5  weeks) 

50 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  and  death-rate  from  these 
diseases  during  the  past  five  years.  There  were  51  deaths  in  1905^  repre- 


senting 

a zymotic  death-rate 

of  2.29 

per  thousand. 

• 

& 

a 

0 

bo 

S-l 

U 

CD 

S 

Q 

O 

<V 

> 

<D 

O 

O 

CD 

Q 

a 

1 

SQ 

f 

<P 

•4^ 

O) 

•S  0 

-M  ^ 

bO 

• S 

'ft 

o 

O 

♦I-H 

c3 

8 

tS 

d 

<I> 

ft 

c3 

f-i 

<P 

a 

qq 

rH 

a> 

ft 

cS 

a 

m 

m 

0) 

Ti 

cS 

o 

CO 

.9  § 

o 

<v 

p 

rH 

M 
d 
• 1—1 

Q 

fjQ 

rH 

cq 

<D 

Pq 

1 — 1 

0 

EH 

cS 

P 

1905 

...  0 

19 

7 

1 

7 

4 

10 

2- 

1 

51 

2.29 

1904 

...  0 

7 

7 

1 

12 

5 

13 

0 

0 

45 

2.02 

1903 

...  0 

12 

7 

5 

5 

13 

12 

0 

1 

55 

2.47 

1902 

...  0 

15 

1 

9 

3 

5 

6 

1 

3 

43 

1.09 

1901 

...  0 

0 

2 

11 

13 

3 

15 

0 

2 

46 

> 

2.07 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  amongst  children  under  one 
year,  and  the  proportion  per  thousand  births  for  the  previous  five  years : 


Year 

Deaths  under 

Mortality  per 

One  Year 

1,000  Births. 

1904 

126 

167 

1903 

109 

134 

1902 

134 

166 

1901 

135 

170 

1900 

136 

175 

Average  number  of  deaths  for  years  1900 — 1904,  128. 

Average  death-rate  per  thousand  births,  162.  In  1905  there  were 
102  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and  a mortality  of  125  per  thousand 
births  registered. 

The  birth-rate  is  the  highest  for  six  years,  and  slightly  higher 
than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  general  death-rate  closely  approximates  to  last  year’s  figure,  and 
is  much  below  the  average  for  the  past  10  years,  even  when  the  extern 
deaths  are  added. 
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The  zymotic  death-rate  is  slightly  raised  owing  to  measles. 

The  infantile  mortality  is  the  lowest  of  which  I have  any  record,  and 
I do  not  expect  it  to  continue  so  low  next  year,  seeing  the  birth-rate  has 
been  high.  Comparing  the  . infant  mortality  with  that  of  the  Urban 
Districts  of  Staffordshire  for  1904,  I find  there  were  only  four  which 
showed  as  low  a rate.  I am  glad  that  health  lectures  for  women,  by  the 
County  Council  lecturer,  have  been  started. 

I beg  to  recommend  that  the  practice  of  giving  printed  instructions 
on  the  feeding  and  management  of  infants,  to  the  parents  when  the 
birth  is  registered,  be  continued,  and  also  that  the  Education  Committee 
be  asked  to  provide  for  the  teaching  of  the  elementary  rules  of  health 
to  the  older  scholars  in  the  day  schools.  Part  of  the  present  syllabus 
would  be  better  dropped  to  make  time  for  this.  Seeing  that  the  fate  of 
a large  percentage  of  the  infants,  who  die  under  one  year  of  age,  is 
sealed  by  the  time  they  are  six  weeks  old,  it  is  desirable  that  information 
of  births  should  be  required  to  be  given  sooner,  for  instance,  by  mid- 
wives, so  that  the  mothers,  especially  young  mothers,  might  be  visited 
by  the  time  the  child  is  ten  days  old.  Of  course,  lady  health  visitors 
are  required  for  this  work. 

SMALLPOX. 

This  disease  has  been  entirely  absent  from  the  district  throughout 
the  year.  This  district,  being  a constituent  authority  of  the:  South  Staf- 
fordshire Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board,  is  now  provided  for  as  regards 
isolation  of  smallpox.  On  May  31st  I received  notice  of  a person 
coming  to  this  district  from  South  Africa,  who  had  travelled  on  a steamer 
on  which  smallpox  had  broken  out.  I visited  the  person,  and  found -that 
she  had  been  re-vaccinated  on  the  boat,  and  she  did  not  contract  the 
disease. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  case  was  notified  and  proved  fatal.  The  house  and  tenants  were 
extremely  dirty,  and  the  infected  bedding  was  afterwards  destroyed. 

MEASLES. 

This  most  fatal  and  almost  uncontrollable  disease  has  been  more  or 
less  prevalent  in  the  district  throughout  the  year^  and  caused  19  deaths, 
18  of  which  were  in  children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  Coseley  and 
Ettingshall  divisions,  which  furnished  no  fatal  case  in  1904  (when  there 
were  seven  deaths,  all  in  the  Brierly  division),  contributed  17  of  the 
deaths. 

The  disease  figured  in  the  death  returns  in  every  month  except 
January,  February,  August,  and  October. 

It  first  appeared  in  the  Wallbrook  part  of  Coseley  division,  and  on 
February  3rd  I reported  this,  and  advised  school  teachers  to  be  on 
the  look  out  and  exclude  suspicious  cases. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905  (Urban  District  of  Coseley). 


H 

I— I 

ij 

< 

O 

O 

w 

Q 

w 


o 

a 

I— I 
I— t 

H 

O 

c/3 

o 

1-3 

EH 

o 


NOiAaS 

-aoo^VV 

: : 01  iM  03  vo  ; rH  : ; . : : 

• • • • • • • 

03 

03 

aavH 

: : ^ :tHCO  ; ; ; ; 

-soMiixa; 

Aajiairig 

1 ; CO  ; !>•  ; 00  ; ; T~~i  * 

. . « • • • • 

0 

CO 

xaaaso^ 

: : 03  ; 03  CjO  : i-h  ; ; ; • 

• . . 1-H  • r-H  . . • , 

r— H 

CO 

H 

O 

M 

Ph 

EH 

cc 


W 

1-3 

O 

w 


Q 

H 

M 

b 

M 

EH 

O 

W 

w 

CO 

Q 


CO 

o3 

03 


00 

03 

be 

43 

<1 


h3  in 
C I TD 
rt  a ti 

cC 

vO 


bl 


CM 


VO 

o 

•w 

m 


-GO 


LO 

N 

O 

4-t 

m 


(M  : I-H  (M  ; t- 


l>  rH  -00  -00 

. tTI  . 


CM 

CM 


CM 


h+H 

ZD 


VO 

o 


CO  rH  !>• 


CO 


H 

4) 

H 

c 


<M  01 


Hf 


— m 
rt  o 
*j  bJO 

<<3 


(M  CM  CO  O : tJH 
. v-H  rH  O • CM 


10 


CO 

JO 

c/3 


P3 

M 

hH 

EH 


M : 

0 

Qj  c3 

1 5h 

c3  o 


Pc 

. p 

; o 

Vi 

o 

in 

Q 


V 

03 
CO  > 
03 


Eh  SH  VO  iuj 
5 c3  03 
P3  P CvHH 


V V 

03  03 

t>  > 

03  03 
IHH  HH 


. V 


a 
§ 


Ph  S 

51  o 


t»t  e I 

^ P CX> 
> > ^ 
1|-|  H-l  q_| 

rH  03  C3 

.P  P ■ 

<n  jH 

P^•S 

Prl  ^ 

P o 


CO  O 

P ’hh 

P V 

rV  (J) 

Qj  4-J 

prj  P ^ C_)  — ' I — I 

HHPhOPhPh 


V 

P 03 
P^  P 

P 


05 

r-H 

c3 

4-3 

O 


Isolation  Hospital,  wowe 


9 


Early  in  April  it  appeared  in  the  Ettiagshall  division^  and  on 
April  6th  I forwarded  a special  report  closing  the  infant  department  of 
the  Hurst  Hill  Schools  for  three  weeks,  and  in  May  Mount  Pleasant 
and  St.  Chad’s  infant  departments  were  closed.  This  was  followed  by 
a diminution  of  the  number  of  cases  generally  throughout  the  district, 
but  in  November  the  Broad  Lanes  portion  of  the  Ettingshall  district 
was  visited  by  infection  from  the  Bilston  herder,  and  the  school  attend- 
ance ahected  seriously,  and  the  infant  department  was  closed  for  three 
weeks  on  November  16th. 

It  is  easy  to  defend  school  closure  so  far  as  children  under  five 
are  concerned,  but  if  the  movemeiit  to  exclude  these  from  attendance  is 
generally  adopted  there  is  likely  to  be  increased  interference  with  the 
attendance  in  older  classes,  as  a good  many  cf  them  will  probably  escape 
having  the  disease  at  the  most  fatal  period,  but  nevertheless  are  likely 
to  have  it  later.  In  anticipation  of  this,  and  as  a most  useful  niethcd 
in  any  case,  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Education  Authority  to  have  a 
record  kept  regarding  each  scholar,  showing  the  infectious  d'seases  from 
which  each  has  suffered,  so  that  by  exclusion  of  those  susceptible 
epidemics  might  often  be  checked  without  clcising  the  whole  school; 
as  a matter  of  fact  school  closure  to  be  effectual  in  the  case  of  measles 
is  required  to  be  done  almost  on  the  first  alarm,  and  when  applied  to 
upper  classes  would  dislocate  school  work  too  much.  Td  sum  up,  I advise — - 

1.  As  long  as  children  under  five  are  taken,  to  close  infant  depart- 

ments immediately  a case  appears. 

2.  To  keep  a measles  record  for  each  child. 

3.  On  the  appearance  of  measles  in  older  departments  to  exclude 

those  who  have  not  already  suffered  from  the  disease. 

4.  To  train  teachers  to  recognise  the  disease  in  its  early  stage. 

5.  By  health  lectures,  handbills,  and  every  other  means  to  impress 

on  mothers  the  necessity  of  viewing  an  “ ordinary  cold  ” with 

suspicion  when  measles  appears. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

This  disease,  which  is  practically  endemic  in  this  district,  caused 
vseven  deaths,  100  cases  being  notified.  The  deaths  were  distributed 
throughout  all  the  divisions  of  the  district,  but  the  largest  number  of 
cases  occurred  in  the  Ettingshall  division,  and  on  November  16th 
I forwarded  a special  report  recommending  the  closure  of  the  infant 
department  of  the  Hurst  Hill  Council  Schools  on  account  of  the 
disease ; 21  cases  were  notified  in  the  first  quarter,  6 in  the  second,  18 
in  the  third,  and  55  during  the  last  three  months. 

The  type  of  the  disease  has  been  more  severe  in  1904  and  1905  than 
for  some  years  previously,  affections  of  the  kidneys  having  been  more 
common.  Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  isolation  and  disinfection  in  the 
houses  of  the  working  classes,  the  disease  usually  spreads  through  all  the 
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susceptible  members  of  tlie  bousebold.  Tire  public  are  as  a rule  very 
careless  in  the  matter.  As  soon  as  the  initial  feverish  symptoms  have 
subsided  the  medical  attendance  is  often  dispensed  with  and  the  ch  id 
is  dressed  and  brought  downstairs  long  before  it  is  fit.  I reported  a case  to 
your  Council  during  the  year  of  a child  having  been  allowed  to  expcGO 
itself  in  the  public  street  while  suffering  from  the  disease.  The  father 
appeared  before  you,  and  I understand  you  have  given  cirders  for 
prosecution. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Twelve  cases  of  diphtheria  and  two  of  membranous  croup  were  notified. 
One  death  occurred.  The  arrangements  made  with  the  Birmingham 
University  by  the  County  Council  for  the  bacteriological  examinations, 
free  of  charge,  of  swabs  from  the  throats  of  suspicious  cases  is  still 
continued,  and  will,  I hope,  be  more  frequently  taken  advantage  of 
than  in  the  past.  The  supply  of  antitoxin  serum  free  of  charge  is  now 
very  general,  and  I hope  the  Local  Government  Board  will  declaire  the 
legality  of  the  practice,  a.s  I understand  that  the  absence  of  such  a 

declaration  is  the  reason  your  Council  have  not  yet  seen  their  way  to 

supply  it.  It  acts  a.s  a prophylactic  as  well  as  a curative,  and  is  a 
splendid  success. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  disease  caused  seven  deaths,  all  in  the  first  half  of  the  year, 
since  when  it  has  been  absent  from  the  district.  All  the  fatal  cases 
occurred  in  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

This  is  essentially  a filth  disease,  and  the  chief  condition  which 

favours  its  spread  in  this  district  is  organic  pollution  of  the  soil  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  dwehings,  and  in  the  poorer  class  houses  it  spreads  by 
personal  contact,  as  shown  in  several  instances  belovv. 

The  Ettingshall  division,  where  the  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory, 
does  not  now  show  a greater  incidence  of  the  disease  than  other  portions 
of  the  dsitrict,  most  of  the  houses  being  now  supplied  with  “tap”  water. 

Since  March,  1892,  the  following  are  the  number  of  cases  notified  : • — 


1892 

32 

1899 

73 

1893 

22 

1900 

26 

1894 

22 

1901 

21 

1895 

18 

1902 

47 

1896 

9 

1903 

54 

1897 

9 

1904 

29 

1898 

...  160 

1905 

24 

The  21  cases  notified  this  year  occuired  in  19  houses. 

In  January  one  case  occurred  in  Hurst  Hill  and  another  in  Parkes 
Hall  ; in  both  cases  the  water  supply  was  from  wells.  “Tap”  water 
is  now  provided  for  one  of  the  houses,  and  should  be  fev  the  other  also. 
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A man  suffered  from  the  disease  at  70,  Broad  Street,  Wallbrook, 
where  the  drainage  and  outbuildings  required  attention.  His  sister, 
who  helped  to  nurse  him,  and  resided  at  56,  Edge  Street,  Wallbrook, 
also  contracted  the  disease. 

In  February  two  cases  occurred  at  50,  Broad  Street,  arising  in  my 
opinion,  from  contact  with  the  case  at  70,  Broad  Street.  In  the  same 
month  a case  was  reported  from  6,  Big  Fold,  Sodom.  The  house  was 
damp,  and  the  closet  and  ashpit  defective. 

In  March  four  cases  occurred  at  6,  Brierly  Lane,  20,  Ivy  House  Lane, 
76,  Hall  Green  Street,  and  10,  Lime  Street.  These  houses  are  widely 
separate  from  each  other,  and  the  cases  had  nothing  in  common,  but 
nuisances  existed  at  each  of  the  premises  arising  from  unpaved  yards, 
defective  closets,  ashpits,  and  drains. 

In  April  twm  cases  were  reported  quite  distinct  from  each  other.  At 
both  premises  insanitary  conditions  existed. 

No  further  case  occurred  until  August  25th,  when  one  was  reported 
at  3,  Paddock.  The  house  was  dirty  and  spouting  defective.  On 
October  25th  a case  was  reported  from  24,  High  Street.  This  case  W’as 
imported  from  South  Wales. 

In  December  nine  cases  occurred,  three  at  8,  Budge  Street,  all  being 
children  under  ten  years  of  age.  Enteric  fever  had  occurred  in  this 
house  previously,  and  it  seems  likely  that  the  infective  material  from 
this  case  had  not  entirely  been  got  rid  of,  as  there  was  no  other  source 
of  infection  discovered.  Two  cases  occurred  at  .55,  Edge  Street,  and  one 
at  56,  Edge  Street.  These  houses  have  a yard  and  sanitary  conveniences 
in  common,  and  as  above  noted,  a case  (contracted  at  70,  Broad 
Street)  occurred  at  No.  56  in  January.  Of  the  remaining  three  cases  they 
occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  one  at  Green  Street  being 
at  a premises  next  door  to  which  a case  occurred  last  year,  and  where  it 
was  discovered  the  closet  leaked  through  the  w’all  on  to  the  adjoining 
premises. 

Thirteen  of  the  24  cases  were  females  and  11  males.  Nine  of  the 
cases  were  under  15,  and  16  under  25  years  of  age. 

In  all  cases  the  milk  supply  is  enquired  into,  but  I have  not  traced 
any  to  tliis  source. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  notification  the  closet  is  ordered  to  be 
emptied  and  disinfectant  supplied,  together  with  a galvanised  iron 
receptacle,  withi  lid,  for  the  reception  of  the  evacuations.  Unfor- 
tunately, owdng  tO'  the  impossibility  of  diagnosis  during  the  first  few 
days  of  illness,  at  any  rate  in  sporadic  cases,  some  time  is  unavoidably 
lost,  I am  convinced  that  if  the  above  procedure  isJ  promptly  and  efficiently 
carried  out  you  will  be  gratified  by  the  results. 
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This  is  the  first  year  we  have  had  these  special  pails,  which  I recom- 
mended as  being  very  desirable  in  a district  like  this.  During  this  year 
I have  hopes  that  a district  nurse  will  be  started,  and  by  her  example 
and  instruction  the  poorer  clasises  will  learn  how  to  avoid  the  spread  of 
this  disease. 

PHTHISIS. 

This  district  has  a low  mortality  from  pulmonary  consumption  as 
compared  with  the  country  generally. 

As  I before  pointed  out,  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Consumption  issue  a leaflet  which  it  would  be  wise  to  distribute  to 
suitable  persons.  I would  also  suggest  that  your  Council  should  en- 
coui'age  the  notification  of  phthisis,  and  the  systematic  disinf-ection  of 
houses  where  a death  has  resulted  should  be  carried  out.  The  average 
consumptive  in  this  district  is  not  in  a position  to  obtain  proper  treat- 
ment at  the  onset  of  the  disease,  and  most  of  those  who  have  been 
breadwinners  eventually  become  paupers.  Sanitoria  are  required  to 
deal  in  a scientific  manner  with  these  people.  Many  of  them  might  be 
rescued,  and  they  would  Ke  taught  the  means  of  treatment,  and 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

DIARPHCEA. 

This  disease  caused  ten  deaths.  The  term  is  now  limited  to  that  form 
of  fatal  diarrhoea,  or  zymotic  enteritis,  which  attacks  young  children,  is 
chiefly  prevalent  in  September  and  October,  and  is  almost  certainly 
caused  by  a mioro  organism  which  develops  in  the  soil  surrounding  dwel- 
lings. There  was  no  autumnal  prevalence  of  the  complaint  this  year. 

As  in  the  case  of  enteric  fever,  large  and  open  ashpits,  leaking  closets, 
unpaved  and  ill-drained  yards  are  predisposing  causes.  A great  deal  of 
work  in  this  direction  has  been  done  in  the  past  two  or  three  years,  and 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  above  should  be  aimed  at.  At  the  same  time 
I would  urge  that  all  streets  should  be  properly  made  and  taken  over 
by  the  Council,  and  that  no  new  houses  should  be  erected  until  the 
efficient  disposal  of  their  drainage  has  been  provide  d for. 

Channelling  is  required  in  Gough  Street. 

WATER. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  being  steadily  improved,  and  by 
the  time  of  writing  the  next  annual  report  I hope  that  practically  all 
houses  will  be  connected  to  the  public  supply ; 97  houses  (apart  from 
new  houses)  have  been  connected  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

During  the  year,  apart  from  enquiries  made  regarding  infectious 
diseases,  I have  inspected  and  reported  on  various  properties,  especially 
the  hamlet  of  W^allbrook,  Legge  Lane,  Skidmore’s  Row,  Providence  Row, 
and  Bloomfield  Road,  in  Coseley  proper  : Hurst  Road,  Withy  Lane,  and 
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Manor  Terrace,  in  Ettingshall ; Hilly  Road,  Stoke  Street,  Hall  Glreen 
Street,  Cross  Street,  John  Street,  and  High  Street,  in  Brierly  division. 
The  Inspector  keenly  follows  up  this  w^ork,  and  has  obtained  very  good 
results  without  friction  with  the  property  owners,  and  your  Counc’l 
can  congratulate  themselves  that  a large  amount  of  improvement  has 
been  obtained,  and  this  without  having  had,  except  in  a few  instances, 
to  put  the  law  in  motion.  Forty-six  houses  wmre  represented  as  being 
unht  for  human  habitation  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results:  — 
15  were  closed  and  afterwards  demolished,  1 permanently  closed,  20 
generally  repaired,  and  in  10  instances  the  notices  remain  unexpired.  In 
one  case  a back-to-back  house  was  converted  by  the  owner  into  a through 
house  after  notice.  Two  houses  condemned  in  1933  are  still  occupied, 
and  in  the  same  condition.  They  should  be  closed.  A special  report 
was  forwmrded  at  the  request  of  the  Local  Government  Board  regarding 
property  in  Hurst  Road  during  the  year,  and  your  Council  have  required 
that  necessary  improvements  shall  be  executed. 

Your  Council  took  a wise  step  in  requiring  the  demolition  of  tenant- 
less  dilapidated  houses  which  were  eyesores  and  sources  of  nuisance. 

Sixty-seven  such,  cases  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  buildings 
demolished  during  the  year.  I consider  this  phenomenal,  seeing  that 
they  were  scattered  about  the  district  and  belonged  to  many  different 
owners,  and  it  reflects  credit  on  the  energy,  tact,  and  perseverance  of 
your  Inspector. 

Fifty-one  houses  have  been  spouted,  three  re-roofed,  and  23  yards 
and  entries  have  been  paved  during  the  year. 

There  were  six  prosecutions  and  convictions  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Twenty-three  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  There  has, 
unfortunately,  been  some  delay  in  bringing  the  new  Bye-laws  into  force, 
but  I am  glad  to  hear  that  they  will  shortly  be  issued. 

EXCREMENT  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  workmen,  under  a superinten- 
dent. The  removal  is  now  done  in  a more  systematic  fashion  and  more 
frequently,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  During  the  year 
4,417  privies  were  cleansed,  containing  4,104  loads,  and  4,298  ashpits 
were  emptied,  containing  8,444  loads. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

There  are  19  licensed  slaughterhouses.  They  are  kept  clean,  and 
improvements  have  been  made  in  providing  proper  receptacles  for  removal 
of  garbage,  etc.  Three  are  under  notice  to  provide  new  drains. 

One  old  slaughterhouse  has  been  replaced  by  a new  and  up-to-date 
structure  during  the  year. 


TABLE  V. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  COSELEY. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 
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Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1905; — 22,250.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages: — 381. 

■ Births  in'  the  year! 


TABLE  VI. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department 
during  the  year  1905  in  the  Urban  District  of  Coseley. 
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Dwelling 
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Schools. 


House 

Drainage 


Foul  Conditions  ...'1 

Structural  Defects  ...  J 

Overcrowding  

Unfit  for  Habitation  .. 
Lodging-houses  ... 
Dairies,  Milkshops,  and  ) 

Cowsheds j 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses... 

Canal  Boats 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and 
Manure  ... 

Water  Closets 
Defective  Traps  ... 

No  Disconnection 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 

Pigstyes  

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades... 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances... 


Totals 


Ruinous  Houses  Demolished 
Seizures  of  unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
,,  ,,  found  Adulterated 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Ana'ysis 

,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  ditto  ditto... 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ... 


Nos. 

67 


2 

36 

2 


(Signed)  DAVID  PRICE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  20  cowsheds  and  10  milkshops  on  the  register. 

Two  new  cowsheds  have  heen  erected  tO'  replace  old  ones  which  did 
not  comply  with  the  regulations,  and  two  other  new  cowsheds,  to  replace 
existing  ones,  are  in  contemplation.  One  very  bad  cowshed  at  Barlow 
Street  has  been  given  up,  the  owner  having  ceased  to  keep  cows.  This 
was  done  after  the  meeting  at  which  your  Council  decided  to  issue  a 
prosecution.  Cows  are  kept  at  premises  at  Cinderhill  which  do  not 
comply  with  the  regulations,  and  the  owner  should  be  proceeded  against. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  88  workshops  on  the  register.  Of  these  16  are  retail 
bakehouses,  connected  wdth  mining  24,  tin  and  iron  smiths  8,  joiners 
and  pattern  makers  8,  tailors  6,  file  cutters  2,  and  bootmakers  4.  There 
are  63  factories.  These  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  found 
satisfactory  on  the  whole.  Some  instances  of  want  of  cleanliness  and 
ventilation  were  discovered  and  attended  to. 

Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been 
adopted,  and  11  cases  were  dealt  wuth,  where  the  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion was  insufficient  or  unsuitable.  One  closet  for  each  25  persons 
employed  was  required,  with  separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes. 

There  are  no  laundries  and  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district, 
nor  was  any  case  of  wet  floors  met  with. 

The  bakehouses  revealed  eight  defects  of  special  sanitary  requirements. 
Two  or  three  individuals  only  are  employed  at  each,  none  of  them 
belonging  to  large  businesses.  In  one  case  I found  that  tliere  were 
many  crevices  in  the  benches,  walls,  and  floors,  and  the  place  was  not 
cleanly  kept. 

In  many  working-class  houses  the  baking  is  done  at  home,  and  there 
are  some  instances  where  a widow  occasionally  bakes  for  the  neighbours, 
who  may  or  may  not  supply  her  with  the  flour.  These  are  not  on  the 
register. 


HOME  WORK. 

There  are  no  firms  in  the  district  who  give  out  home  work,  and  the 
number  of  outworkers  is  diminishing  from  various  causes.  They  all  work 
in  connection  with  wearing  apparel. 

I understand  that  the  pay  for  this  work  is  at  the  following  rates  :— For 
makhig  cloth  jackets,  5d.  each*  moleskin  jackets,  6d.  each;  corduroy 
jackets,  6ld.  each;  for  trousers,  between  3d.  and  4d.  is  paid.  In  all 
cases  the  workers  provide  the  cotton  and  needles.  Calculating  the  time 
the  remuneration  appears  to  be  about  2d.  an  hour. 


TABLE  VII. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Homework. 

1 — INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

Factories  ... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

145 

9 

... 

Workshops... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

134 

26 

... 

Workplaces 

3 

• • • 

... 

Homeworkers’ Premises 

231 

10 

• • • 

Total  ... 

513 

45 

• • • 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

c •,  A . insufflcient 

Sanitpy  accommoda- j unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

j not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(S.  101) 

.Breach  of  Special  sanitar}?-  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (sk  97  to  100) 

Failure  as  regard  lists  of  outworkers  (S.  107) 
Giving  out  work  to  be  done  f unwholesome  (S.103) 
in  premises  which  are  ( infected  (S.  110) 
Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises 
infected  by  scarlet  fever  or  smallpox  (S.  109)  ... 
Other  offences 


Number  of  Defects 

No.  of 
Prosecu- 
tions 

Found 

Remedied 

Referrec 
to  H.M 
Inspector 

16 

16 

5 

5 

i 

3 

"s 

8 

8 

• • « 

i 

8 

• • • 

8 

... 

4 

4 

• « . 

. . . 

1 

• • • 

1 

• . . 

• • • 

• • • 

45 

45 

2 

« « • 

Total 


TABLE  VII.  — Conlinued. 
3. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class 


Numbeii 


Matters  notified  to  II. M.  Inspector  of  Factories:— 


Failure  to  affi.x;  Ab.stract  of  the  Factory  and  \Forksliop 
Act  (S.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  re- 
ferred by  II. M.  Inspectors 
as  remediable  under  the 
Fublic  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory 
Act  (S.  6) 


Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector' 

-!  ^ 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 

\ sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors  ; 


Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 
In  use  during  1903 


2 


rill  1901 

Certificates  granted! 

tin  190d 


In  use  at  end  of  1905 


Number  of 


Homework  : — 

LisU  of  Outworkers  (S.  107) : — 
Lists  received 


Addresses  of  Out-  f forwarded  to  otlier  Autliorities 
workers  \receii ed  from  other  Authorities 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  inf  cted premises  : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises 
(S.  108) 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’ 
premises 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises 

(8  • 110)  •••  •••  •••  •••  •*. 

Worksliops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1905. 


Lists 

Out- 

workers 

5 

26 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Other 

4 

• • • 

4 

• • • 

Bakehouses 

Connected  with  mining 
Tailoring 

Tin  and  Iron  Workers 
Joinery  and  Pattern  making 
File  Cutters 
Boots  and  Shoes  ... 


16 

24 

6 

8 

8 

2 

4 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


88 


22 


INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED. 

Tliiriy  inquests  were  held  and  eleven  deaths  were  uncertified. 

These  were  as  follows: — Nineteen  months  bronchitis^  forty-two  years 
rheinxatism,  one  day  convulsions,  one  month  convulsions,  three  months 
convulsions,  seventy-four  years  senile  decay,  one  month  convulsions,  one 
hour  convulsions,  one  hour  premature  birth,  forty-nine  years  cirrhosis 
of  liver,  one  hour  premature  birth. 

ISOLATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

As  I have  before  pointed  out,  these  are  impracticable  in  the  small 
houses  in  the  district,  and  the  provision  of  means  of  isolation  for  general 
infectious  diseases,  chiefly  enteric  fever,  scarlet  fever , and  diphtheria, 
to'getlier  with  a steam  disinfector,  should  engage  your  immediate  atten- 
tion. During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  the  Inspector  has  used  a 
Mackenzie  spray  for  disinfection  of  houses  and  schools. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  M.  CLENDINNEN,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

Medical  Officer  cf  Health. 


Coseley,  February  10th,  1906. 
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